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[ the patriarchs maintained their sanctity, their Kedushas 11
while they lived in Canaan (Nachmanides on L.
marry two sisters while he was in Haran, but once he entered Canaan thiz was prohibited. Rachel.
the second of Jacob's wives, therefore died upon his return o Canaan. ]

Jacob was afraid that if he left Israei and went down to Egvpt, he would once again lose this j
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isvael, and were bound by Jewish law only
¢v 1823} For example. Jacob was permitted 10

Kedushas Yisras] God therelore reassuled Jacop that God Himzel would accompany Isrags dur-

,m—“”{"‘ . —— . i3 Ve rhoie oadchae YVicrael ther 5 .
ing their long seicun in Bg ‘o, they wouid notdaseddielr kegushas Hisrdel ihere, [ndeed, not oniy

would Jacob’s family not lose their Kedushas Yisrael fn Egypt. they would gain additional sanctity—

because only in Egvpt can the natien become a %% 73, & great nation. °

({ On his way to Haran, Jacob was assured by the Almighty that the land would be his after his
rerurn: 1 will give it to you and to your sced (28:13). Yet such a promise is noL 10 be found in this
prophecy revealed o Jacob on his way to Egypt. The Almughty merely told Jacob, I will go down
with vou to Egypt, and 1 will alse bring you up {46:4), without promising him the land. This promise

was not necessary. for an act do

ne under coercion neither carcels rights nor generates obliganons.

(9 Though Jacob and his children absenied themselves from the Promised Land, their claims (o the
land were not undermined. They di¢ not forfeir their cwnership of the land because Jacob’s depar-

rure from Canaan was, in the words of the Pesach Haggadan. “compelled by word of Goad.” He did

not leave voluntarily.
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